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October 1, 2011
Dear member,
As we all know the economic situation over the last two years now have been difficult for many. It has affected us all in some way. Those looking for jobs in this economy is frustrating to say the least.  Even getting an interview is a challenge.  One way to increase your chances is having a quality certification. While certification is a good idea, I realize that you may be putting it off for financial reasons. 
I have been looking for a way for our section to provide more value for your membership in a substantial way.   Increasing your value to your current or perspective employer is the best way we can help at this point in time. If you are looking for employment, having a certification could be the difference in getting that interview. So I am pleased to announce that the Birmingham ASQ Section 1501 has set aside funding to establish the Certification Assistance Program for 2011 – 2012. The program will provide financial assistance to current and new members of section 1501, who want to obtain an ASQ certification or have recently obtained an ASQ certification. Financial assistance is available for both training materials and testing fees.  Funding is limited and so you need to apply as soon as possible. The application and program terms and conditions can be found on our website: www.asq1501bhm.org\certification.html . 
I believe this is an excellent way to help our membership during this time of economic hardship. I know there are members who have been sitting on fence about getting certification. Now is the time to get off the fence and get serious. As always we are willing to arrange prep sessions for certification if there is enough interest and we can obtain a member to conduct it. If you are interested in a session please contact us. 
Sincerely,

David Flowers
ASQ Section1501 

Chair 2011 -2012
